Beneath the reredos stands the high altar made
in green marble and shaped like a tomb. When
the bread is broken and the cup is shared,
Christians remember Christ's death on the cross.

Floor Plan for the church
Numbers relate to the text.

On each side of the window and high up in the
walls of the sanctuary, are figures of two
women carved in niches. These depict (on the
left, with cross) 'faith' and (on the right, with
hands raised in prayer) 'hope'.

St Thomas & St Luke
'Top Church', Dudley
Welcome

Beneath these figures are panels which list the
Ten Commandments, the Creed (a statement of
Christian belief) and the Lord's Prayer, which
goes back to Jesus himself.

The War and St Thomas's
On 7th September 1940, a German bomb
dropped outside the church. There is evidence
of shrapnel damage outside the west door on
the High Street. The bomb blew out most of the
stained glass except the two panels on the north
side (5), adjacent to the memorial standards
(flags). The central window with Madonna and
Child was brought from the former St Luke's
Church.

Thank you for visiting our church. You're welcome
to light a candle (3) to remember someone  we're
happy also to receive names if you want us to
remember a person in prayer.
We invite you to complete the Visitor Book  we
always welcome comments.

“an uncommonly interesting
and attractive building”

For information on the Friends of Top Church visit

For more information on the church and its
services and activities, including our sister
churches in Dudley, please visit our website:

www.topchurchfriends.org.uk

www.cofedudley.org.uk

Welcome to St Thomas & St Luke; there has
been a church on this site since at least 1182.
Prayer continues to be offered today. The
present church, designed by the architect
William Brooks, was built between 18151818.

It has been described as “a fine example of
Regency Gothic” and is listed Grade 2*.
Originally, the church was dedicated to Thomas
à Becket, the archbishop assassinated at
Canterbury Cathedral in 1170 at the orders of
the king, Henry II. Becket quickly became hailed
as a martyr. At the Reformation, a later king,
Henry VIII, ordered that all mention of Becket
be suppressed. The church then took the name
Thomas, the Apostle (one of the twelve disciples
who knew Jesus and who, it is believed, took
the good news of Jesus Christ to India).
In the 1970s, the neighbouring church of St
Luke's was demolished. 'Top Church' became the
parish church of St Thomas & St Luke.

Top Church, Dudley
– the Iron Church
The tower and spire rises to 175 feet (53 m)
above the High Street. Set on the hilltop at
around 700 feet, the church is visible for miles
to the west into Shropshire and can be seen also
from the Clent and Waseley Hills to the south 
even as far as the Malverns. The church also
features in a painting of the town and castle by
J.M.W. Turner (17751851) from the canal in
Tipton.
Although
built
in
the
15th
Century
Perpendicular style, the church is true to its
origins in the Industrial Revolution. The pillars
and roof members are of cast iron, so too is the
tracery of the windows, though painted to look
like stone.

The font (1) is the traditional place of baptism;
water is used as a sign of cleansing and renewal
when a person seeks to follow Jesus Christ. The
font includes depictions of the baptism of Christ,
the blessing by Jesus of children and the
baptism of the Ethiopian, one of the few
Africans mentioned in the Bible. Also shown are
the four evangelists: Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John. The font was sculpted by James Forsyth
who was also responsible for the fountain in
Dudley Market Place.
By the foot of the font is a stone that records the
burial of a child, Rebecca Lowe, who died aged
5 years in 1655. Somehow, this must have been
rescued from the old churchyard. Virtually
everything else visible dates from after the
church's rebuilding in the early 19th Century.
The lectern (2), with its eagle and reading desk,
holds the Bible. The lectern is of iron, with a
wrought iron base. As the eagle flies highest in
the sky, so Christians believe that the Word of
God, shown forth in the pages of the Bible, is
announced to the entire world. Indeed, the
eagle rests its feet on a globe signifying that the
Word is for all.
Nearby is a standing Madonna in brass by the
artist and sculptor, Arthur Dooley (19291994).
Mary, the mother of Jesus, is also portrayed in
the Lady Chapel; the altar (3) is used for
services during the week. Inscribed in bronze on
the altar is a depiction of the Last Supper, when
Jesus and his friends shared a meal together.
Jesus prays and offers them bread and a cup of
wine as signs of his body and blood; the next
day he was executed on the cross. The Supper is

also called Holy Communion and continues to
be celebrated in the church week by week.
As a painted window, the east window (4)
above the high altar, is unusual. It depicts the
Ascension of Christ recorded in the Acts of the
Apostles:
“As the disciples were watching, Jesus was lifted
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
While he was going and they were gazing up
towards heaven, suddenly two men in white
robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking up towards heaven?
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you
into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven.’” (Acts 1.911)
The figure of Christ (at the top of the window)
is copied from the great painting by the
Renaissance master Raphael in the Vatican.
Raphael's picture is in fact of the
Transfiguration, not the Ascension.
The window was composed by Mr Joseph
Backler in 1821. Backler's son, also Joseph, was
sentenced to death for forging cheques in 1831
but the sentence was commuted to
transportation to Australia. In time, Backler Jnr.
was pardoned and became himself a significant
portrait painter.
The reredos (or screen) shows St Thomas
kneeling before the risen Christ (shown on the
left) with other saints – presumably St Peter and
St John the Evangelist – on the right. Beneath
the reredos are inscribed the words “My Lord
and my God”  the confession that Thomas
makes on seeing Jesus after his death.

